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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed In this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 3/27/06 
has been entered. 

2. Claims 3-4,7,1 1-18,20, and 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

The phrase "the mold cavity" (cl 23, In 8) lacks antecedent basis in the claim. 
Correction is required. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

4. Claims 3,4,7,11,12, 13,14,16,18,23,24,25, and 26 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Proos et al (USPN 56501 15). Proos et a! teach 
the claimed process as evidenced at col 3, Ins 20-29 and 48-60; col 4, Ins 1-12; col 6, 
Ins 37-50; col 9, Ins 18-55; col 10, Ins 32-40; col 1 1 , Ins 23-56; col 12, Ins 3-24; col 14, 
Ins 34-36; and figs 16-18. It should be noted that Proos et al teach heating the cover, 
which inherent teaches using a source of heat to heat the cover. It should also be noted 
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that the cover of Proos et al is also heated by the molten material (source of heat) 
injected during the molding step. 

5. The following Is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the inventbn is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 17 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Proos et al (USPN 565011 5). The above teachings of Proos et al are incorporated 
hereinafter. Proos et al, however, do not teach using the first material of claim 17; and 
pouring the second nraterial into the cavity. In regard to using the first material of claim 
17, such is a mere obvious matter of choice dependent on the desired final product and 
of little patentable consequence to the claimed process since it is not a manipulative 
feature or step of the claimed process. Further, the claimed material is well-known in 
the molding art. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to use the claimed nnaterial as the first nfiaterial of 
Proos et al in order to form a diverse product. In regard to pouring the second material 
into the cavity, such is well-known in the molding art as an alternative to injection 
molding. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to pour the second material of Proos et al into the cavity of 
Proos et al in order to minimize the risk of dislodging or damaging the first material. 
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7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 3-4,7,1 1-18,20, and 23-26 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The following patents show the state of the art: USPN 4985194, 
USPN 4898706. USPN 5053179, and GB 2010169 A. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to EDMUND H. LEE whose telephone number is 

571 .272.1204. The examiner can normally be reached on MONDAY-THURSDAY 
FROM 9AM-4PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Colaianni can be reached on 571 .272.1 196. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infornnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



EDMUND H. LEE 
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